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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

Special Report — 2011–12 Budget Estimates Hearings 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.08 am]: I am directed to report that on Monday, 21 March 
2011 the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations resolved to hold the budget estimates 
hearings in relation to the 2011–12 budget on 30 May 2011. The committee has revised its budget estimates 
process this year and is currently scheduling a program for the 2011–12 ongoing budget estimates to be 
undertaken from Tuesday, 14 June to Thursday, 16 June 2011, which are sitting days of the house. The 
committee has resolved to hold additional hearing days on Monday, 20 June and Monday, 27 June 2011. Once 
completed, the program will be distributed, together with an agency nomination form for the committee’s 
ongoing budget estimates hearings. I move — 

That the report do lie upon the table and be printed and adopted and agreed to. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Is there anything else the member wants to add to what she just read out? 

The PRESIDENT: I will give the call again to the mover of the motion, for a further explanation, and then I will 
call the Leader of the House. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I was about to seek an opportunity to elaborate on that motion. I am sorry, once the 
Leader of the House stood, I assumed that he wanted to speak first. 

By way of explanation for this motion, the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations has 
resolved, as was just stated, to hold the budget estimates hearings over three days on the sitting week of 14, 15 
and 16 June. That was agreed to following a conversation with the Leader of the House, as members would 
already have expected to be here on those days. To some extent, this program goes back to the way we have 
conducted budget hearings in the past when we have held hearings in the chamber over three days. We will deal 
in particular with the big departments such as the Department of Education and WA Police. As the Chair of the 
committee, I am mindful of always trying to hold budget estimates hearings in a timely way to maintain the 
relevance of the hearings to the passage of the budget legislation, while at the same time trying to facilitate 
giving members the opportunity to interrogate the budget. After negotiations, we formulated a timetable, which 
will be provided to members very shortly. We will sit slightly earlier than usual and hopefully finish at 8.30 in 
the evening rather than 10.30 pm. 

I am providing this information by way of explanation so that members can understand how the committee is 
proposing to hold the budget hearings this year. It is important that we provide a timely opportunity for members 
to ask questions of the budget and that they remain relevant rather than run the hearings on over a longer time 
frame. It is our intention to complete the interrogation of the budget papers by the end of June so that it can be 
done in a timely way and will not run on further into the year. I thank the Leader of the House for the discussions 
we have had to hold these hearings during sitting times. I hope that that will suit members who participate in the 
budget hearings. The Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations has received some feedback 
about the length and extent of questions that have been presented during committee work. One of the roles of the 
committee, and my role in particular as the Chair, is to ensure that the questions remain relevant and focussed. 
We must establish a balance between not constraining the committee and its work and also not having reams and 
reams of questions that are, in effect, fishing expeditions. I indicate to the house that the committee is aware of 
that and has adjusted some of its procedures in acknowledgement of that feedback. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [10.13 am]: As Minister for 
Fisheries, I am pleased that the member will get rid of the fishing expeditions! I understand some fishing will 
continue to go on but not as much as previously. 

Hon Liz Behjat: No protected species will be harmed in the process! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: It is hard enough protecting certain species without some of the things that happen in 
this committee. However, that is for another day. 

I thank the member for considering the proposals I put to the committee. The committee’s original proposal 
would have meant that the hearings would be held during a non-sitting week and would have resulted in this 
house sitting for four weeks in a row, because there is a three-week sitting period before then. I have been here 
long enough to know that three weeks has the potential to cause some members to suffer from nervous 
exhaustion and to behave in an unusual way in the chamber. I thought that sitting four weeks straight would have 
been unacceptable and so the government has agreed to use one of the sitting weeks for the committee hearings. 
It is interesting to look at the history of the way this house has dealt with the estimates and to see how it has 
changed over time. There was a time when all we ever did was debate the budget bills in the house. Then we 
held committee hearings in the chamber for three or four days and that was it. Last year we had meetings in the 
chamber for one day and a running committee on Monday afternoons over the whole year to “interrogate” the 
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budget, to use Hon Giz Watson’s word. This proposal is similar to what used to happen when the house met in 
Committee of the Whole and dealt with the budget estimates over three days. I was a little concerned that we 
would have three days of intense questioning followed by another set of agencies doing the same thing every 
Monday afternoon. I am advised by the committee that it will continue to do that sort of inquiry on Mondays 
until 30 June and that beyond 30 June it will do other work on agencies’ annual reports and things of that nature. 
On the basis that the committee proposes to operate in that way, we are comfortable with the new proposal. I put 
to the committee the proposition that instead of sitting from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm on the three days of hearings, 
as has been the custom in the past, that we should sit during the usual hours of the house to enable members who 
had already made arrangements during that week to fulfil those arrangements and to allow party meetings to be 
held on the Tuesday, because the Assembly is sitting that week and the Parliament will be operating normally. 
The committee came back with a modified version of that, which I do not have a problem with. That will mean 
meeting at one o’clock on Tuesday and Wednesday and 9.00 am on Thursday but finishing earlier than the house 
would normally finish in the evenings. That is okay by me. The budget will be properly scrutinised by this house 
in a way that is appropriate. The government will support the committee’s report and I look forward to the 
budget estimates hearings. 

Question put and passed. 
 


